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OIL SEEDS PRODUCTION IN
HARAYANA

In Haryanit, thc ntain oilsccds arc rapcsocds

and mustard and thcir pl()udcl.ion has hccn

rising ovcr thc past lbu' ycars. Rccently sun-

lhu,cr has hcen introduccd in thc statc and is

gaining pt-rpularity anlonllst larmcrs' ln 19137-

titJ. itn as introducr:dby launching iI programmc

lirr its proctttction. hut tltrring lhat pcriocl tltc

rcsults lvcrc llttI vclv cllcotlraging. But irltcr

that it has made it rcmitrkablc progrcss. C()n-

sc(lur)ntly. thc itrca undcr sttnfitlrvcr has in-

crcascd l'rotn 1li.000 hcctarcs in 1990-91 ttr

abor.rt rtnc lakh hcctarcs in 1991-92.

Sr.rrtl'lou,er is a ma.ltlr stlurt:c tllvcgctablc oil in

countrics likc Canada. Russia ancl Btrlqaria. It

has grcat potcntiitl as cdiblc oil, as it has high

lcvcl ol' litt-solublc vitamins ilnd tlnsilturiltod

littt,v acicl colltcllts. SLtttllorvcr protcins ilrc

A NOTE ON THE CULTIVATION OF SUNFLOWER IN
HARYANA: SOME RECENT TRENDS

VI.lnY Kt,Mnlt And lLA.l Ktll\4n tt, Kuruksht:tra

;\llS'l'l{.,\(l-I': :\Part [ronr tirodgrains. oilsceds are onc of lhe nrain crops in lhe cloPl]in{ l)atlcln

otllaryana. lhcstirte5asac[icvctltrr:nrcndoussucccssinthcltrocluclionollixrdgraitts.hutitstill
lagsbchintli|)lhccaseoIoilst:ctls. [-ikctnanvothcrsirttilarrcgiorls.llarvanalL!()hasilstraditional
oiisccds grorling 6islricts. i.e.. nanrelv yarirgSad. (iurgaon. llc*'ari and Mahelrtlcrgarlt. 'l hey

could not cope \.ilh thc denrarrd ol thc slatc arrd clue lo thc pressurc ol grorring fotxlgrains cxlra

arc;ts cannol l]c rJcvoted lo oilsccds during Khlrril'and Ilabi sc'asons. fo ovetcolttc lhis Problent'

a ucN oilscccl cro p. i.c.. S un lloNcr. rr, hich is a n carlv lna lurity.' crop, has [xt'n inlrod trccd in lhc slale '

It is lrost suitshlc li)r lhc rclnaining dislricts of llarvana rvhcrc irricalion lacililics irrc ;tvailahlc'

Ilaravanahasacltiet,edauta.iorbrcak-lhloughil)procluctionandproductivitr'oIliro'lnrains lJtrl

as thc casc ol sclf-r.cliance i n oilscctls is concerncd. il hrs provccl lo lxr clil l ictrlt. lx cause tht rc is

a rviclc tap txtrvccn thc deltlilnd arrtlsuPl>lv olcdilrle oi ls. lt is ditlictlll to I)ridgc this 1]rp. bul el'li)rls

are bcing nradc bv the governlnclrl lrr ltandlc tlris situation bv launching varitttts oilritrds

procluCtion progra||tDlr:S aId putting all Possihlt'el-ti)rls loI operal;ng tltcrtt t:arncslly in thtr

counlr\.

comparablc to rlthc:r oilsccds pl'otcil'ls in thoir

nutritional quitlity. lt also has high ccon()mic

valuc, u,hich can bc socn [iom its chentical

composition:

At 10 pcr ccnt nloisttll'c it c()ntains:

43 - 50 Pcrccrnt oil.

1 5 - 19 PcICcnt protc.ill.itnd

22 - 26 Perccnt Husk

It is phttto-inscnsilivc itt'td catt bc grtlu'n

throuqhttut thc vcar ovcr il qroat rilngc ol s()il

conditi(')ns rvith varitrtir)lls ill otltptlt. It nccds

a m()deratcly warm clintittc. illld lcss ftlinlilll
(50cm. butgrcatcr ra irrl:rllqivcs highcr y iclds)'

lt citn bcst bc grtlrvn on sandy ltlant to Ioamy

clay soils. \\,c11 supplicd ri ith citlcittnt. It titkcs

.lust 90 tlitys lilr lllilttlrit\/. rvhich has also

onc()urilllcd thc litrnrcrs lirr iLs prtlducti()n. lts

yield varics lront I () to 3()cluintitls pcr hcc:titrc'
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DTSTRIBUTION OF OIL SEEDS AND
SUNFLOWER CULTIVATION

ln 1990-91, on an averagp, 8,28 pcregnl arca

was c:overod try oilsee<ls in Haryana (Tablc t

and Figure 2), lt rvas m;rinly eoneentratq<l in

southsrn Haryitna in the dilitricts oI Rohtak,

Gurgaop Mahendergitrh itnel Reivari, Thpse

ilrc the areas having tluite o high percentagc'

i,e., 26,(18, 21,07,20.13 and 14,fr3 rcspec-

tivcly, Othcr distric:ts hnving abr-rvc avcrage

percentagc ars Sirsfi , Hissar and Bhiwa ni. Thc

cot'lct)ntration in thq$c clistricts varics l'rom li.0

to 9.0 perccnt, Liki: southcrn distrists thesc

tul roccivc quitc a ncaglo raintitll'

As thc prcvit'rus results ilrc cncourilging, the

tirrmcrs are now increasing thc area uncler

sunllower crop. Out ol' sixteen tlistrict'i ttl'

Haryana (Rel'. ligure l), thc cultivation of
sunflower is concentritted in Karnal,
Kurukshetra ancl Sonipat d istricts o I' Haryana,

which shows that thc spatial distrihution ot

sunllorvcr is not cvcn and it is ttbsont in thosc

clistrics wherc thc traditional oilser:ds arc

conccntrated. Thc reason lbr this is that the

larmcrs ttl t'nis ilrea do not want to rcplace the

trtut itio na I o i lsceds rv ith sun [ltlwcr cul tivation

though it is a, short duratictn crop, rvltich can

givc ecrlnomic bcnctits to thc fttrmcrs.

'fable I

SI-IARE OF OILSEEDS . I99O - 91

(000 hectarcs)

District Total Croppcd

arca

Area under

Oilsccds

Pcrcontagc:

Alutrala
Y ;r rrt rt li,r ll a qa r

Kl ru ks lrrrl ra

Kaithal
Ka rna I

SonrpaI
Ilohtak
Faridahad
Gurgaou
Rtrrvari
Mahcndctgarlt
Bhiu,ani
Jirrd
lJissar
Sirsa

239
195
255
3l L)

34(t

160
523
2s3
295
199
262
(r57

433
9.-i l
5c)0

58.(r
15.5
s0.2
.l ,\.7

2.3,+
1.7!)
0.7ti
1.29
l.-56
3.3

14.63
(r.fi4

2r).13
26.(rli
21.t)1
E.()2
3.-57
ri.43
8.25

5.6
3,5
2.O
4.9
-5.4
-5.3

76.5
t7.3
59.4
53.1
5-i.2

is.2sTola! 593 I 491 .2
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'fahle 2

SHARE OF SUNFLO}I'ER. I99O - 9I

39

(000 hoctaros)

District Arca

undcr

oilsceds

Arca

undcr

Sunl'lorvcr

Pcrce ntagc

ol'

oilsecds

Pe rccntagc

r)[ e roppod

irfca

Anrbala
Yarrtrillalra{rar
Kurukshtrtra
Kaithal
Ka rna I

Soncpat
Rohtak
Fir lidabad
Gurgaou
Rr:rvari
Ma hcncl crqa rh
Bhirvani
Jinrl
Hissar
Sirsa

0.67
0.36
0.47

0.3 4

6..r5
1.15
3,08

().03
0.23
0.1-s
().25

6

5

0

I
4

3

5

-)

1

1

2

6

5

2

7

5

3

2

4

-5

5

76

o.79
t.3e
1.6
3.3
().1

1,6
() .7
1 ,2
1,1
4,t
1.6
-).J

a.2

2[r,57
20,()0
60.00
)) J5

7 5.92
30.19
4.31
1.1517

59
53
5s
58
l5
80
48

0,2
1,0
1.4
1,5

To I a I 49t.2 t7.9 3.64 0.30

This clcarly' shrtrvs that oilsccds dontinatc is

nrainly in southcrn cl istricts rvith stlntc pros-

1"rcct.s iu \voslcrn pirrt ol Haryanit as well. lt
lurvcs lhc districts rtt Ambala, Yamunanauar,

I(ailhal. Kurttkshctrit, Kitrnal, Soncpitt, Jind

irnd lrariditbad. Thcso clistrict-s hal'c bcltlrv

avcrallc pc.rccntallc. Amongst them. oxccpt

lirr Firridirhzrd. Jind itnd Sottcpitt, all tlthcrs

havc a sharc bclou, 3.0 pcrccnt, rvlticlt is cluitc

lorv. Evcrt this snlull ()ccupiltlcc hlrs sttt'litccd

irltcr thc introdLtctiolt ol' sunl'lorvtrr crtlp in
rcccnt 1,t:ars. Sunl'l0r.vcr t:rtlp hits clttitc ir high

shirrc ol 7-5.t)2 and (r0.(X) pcr ccnt (()tlt ol tt)till
oilsceds) in Kitrttitl and Kurukshcrtrrt districts
rcspccivcly, in 1990-c)l . Thc crop has quitc a

{ooel supl.rorting percctttagc tll' 30.1 9, 28.57"

22.45 and 20.(X) in Soncpitt. Amb:tlit, Kaithal
and Yamuniluagar clistricts tcspcctivcly (Rc-
lbr Tahlc 2 and Figurc 3).

THE GROWTT{ OF- STJNFLO\\'ER
CULTIVATION

Sunl'lorvcr cLlllivati()r'l has itgitin improvcd irt
tho rccent yoars. as scvcn clistricts hitvc roqis-
lcrccl abovc "10 pcrr:cnt sharo. Thcsc arc
Kurukshctra \91.37 pcr ccnt), Kirrnitl (8().(X)

pcr ccnt). Pitttiltirt u'ltich bccittnc distric:t in

1991 (76.45 pcr ccnt). Kaithal (54.83 pcr
eont). Amblla 154.-54 pcr ccnt). Soncpa t ("lrr.1 5

ircr ccnt) and Yamunintilqilr (42.ti5 pcr c(jnt).
'l'his crol'r is gaining grouttcl in Sirsa. l{issar
and Jind districts rrs u,cll (Rcl'cr Tablc 3 and

Fisurc .l).
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Tuble 3

SI.IARE OF SUNFLOWER . I99T " 92

4t

(()0U hectur'us)

Dislrict Area
under

oilsceds

Arca
under

Sunllower

Pefucntitgu
rl l'

Oilscetls

Perccnhgc
ol'lottrl

cf()pped flred

Arnba la
Yarntrnilllilqar
Kurukslrcrtra
Kaithal
Karnal
Panipat
Sortcpal
Rohta k

Faridabad
Curqaorr
Rcu,ari
Mahcndt:rgarlr
Bhirvani
Jind
Hissar
Sirsa

11.0
7,t)

11.6
l-5.5
I ().0

8,5
26.0
93.0
27 ,5
79.4
63.5
lJ t.5

l0(r.0
5.0

129.()
77.5

54.54
42,85
e1.37
5 4 , tt-1.

l{0.(}0
76,45
46,15
6,45
5,4s
0,5
0.8
0.6

0.95
20,1)

12.40
t6.t2

1,54
4. 1(r

2.Xrt
1,7 2

2,rt4

,19
.15
,62
.68
.t2

6,0
3.tt

10.6
8.-5

8,U
6,5

t2,0
6,0
r,5
L),"1

0.5
0.5
1,0
7,()

1 (i . ()

12.5

2.s1

1,5
.15
.5e
.t3
,25

I

0

0

0
()

r)

I

I

1

Total 7ri2.0 1 00.0 12.18 l.(rfi

CON C LI.,] SION S AND SIIGGESTIONS

To concludr:. sunllrrvcr cultivation could not
mirkc siqnl'f'icant impact in the arcas ol'tradi-
tional oilsccds rcgions, rvhilc in tlthcr dis-
tricts, it hirs rnadc' a rapid proqrcss (u,herc:

traditionirl tlilsccds u'crc noI rntrch in prac-
ticc). Thcscdistric:ts havc madoa r;rprid progrcss
in qrorv ing s ur.r l'lorvc:r. From l 990-9 I trl I t)t) 1 -
92. the arca undcr total oilscccls has incrcascd
hy about (12.,31 pcr ccnt, whilc sunllowcr
c()ntril')ute s I (r.71 pcr ccnt. In I 990-1)1 , sun-
florvcr w'irs jLrst -3.(l-l pur ecnt (irs it pctccntirgc
ol' total oilscccls): this I'iqurc incrcirsccl to
1 2.7ti pcr ccnt (irtr()ut -351 pcr ccut incrcasc) in
1 9()2. The litllowi nq ;t rc Litc nr;r i n rcirso u.,\ \v hy

it coulcl not makc much prrgrcss in soulhcrrt
clistricLs oI' 11ar1,a na:

(i) As alrcirdr, statcd. sunll()\\'cl' cultivation
Itccds at leist -50cm. ol ruinlull ;rnd it thrivc
wcll il'irrigation lacilitics are llso availablc.
That is thc main rcirson lilr its conccntration in
irrcas ol'ltigh ririnlall. rvhich is furthcr sup-
portccl by high intcnsity oI irriglrtion. In thcse
arcas, il" is cr.rltivatcd irs zirid Rahi crop. In
southcrn districts, duc to pirucity ol'rnoisturc
availahility, this crop is not included in crtlp-
ping pattcrn.

( ii) Thc nct rcturn lirrrn t hc sunI'lorvcr cult iva-
tion is ltighly vtuiablc. lt rvas Rs. ;1322.50 pcr
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Itcctirrc ilrld lts. 1112.50 por hcctarc rcspcc-
tivclv in northcrn and southcrn distticts. while
thc stirte avcraqc rvas Rs. 3137.50 pcf hcctarc
(lJirryana.Farming, Vol. XXII, Jan., 19t)3,

No. 1).

(iii) On lhe basis ol'the )/icld ol surtl'lowcr, it
hits also hocn ohscn,ud thilt thc yicld in south.
e rI districLs rv:rs rninintum.

43

gct high rcturn ll'onr lhcir produc[.

(tt) Sunl1owcf crop is discirsc prrlnc, rvhich
al'l'ects its yield arh,crscly. So. thc propcr
supply ol'irtsccticidcs ilt, chuirp rittc k, thc
lirrntcrs should bc madc avir ilirhlc. l-hc
ma i n d iscrisos tl I'sutl I lorvcr ;rre cutwonlts,
hclrlbufc l anrl hl i ry ca tc rp i l l n rs. l ur rvlr ich
thc lirllowing insccticidcs hirvc hecn lcc-
(rmntcndcd:

(i) Cutwonns - lirnvulerate

(ii) [{cad horcs - cndosuilirrr

(iii) [lairy carcrpilllrs - cndosrrllirn

(c) Thc lirrrncrs arc lircirtq lhc prolrlcnt rrl'

poor clullity scctls. A propc:r supplv ot'
quitlity sccds at k)lv priccs slroulcl lrc mldc
lvailablc to tltc lirrmcrs.

Tltc irhovc tcc()mntcndirtiorrs sltould l'lc takcn
irtkr prircticc so that lhc cLrltivatirln ol'ir llcrv
virricty ttl'oilscctls. i.c.. sunl'lorvcr, coulcl hc
rnadc po;rulitr and ntilke lapitl progrcss in thc
stillc.

SUGGESTIONS

TIrc lbllorvine suugcstirrns call bc rrtfldc rc-
glrdinu sunt'krl,cr cultivatiorr in Haryana:

(;r) The main problclrr s,hie{i thc lirrnrcrs arc
Iacinu during rcccllt ycars is thq l;tck ol'
propcr nralkct antl thc larmcrs arc bcinq
lbrccd to scll tlrcir prodrlct at a low pricc.
So. propcr nrarkct lacilitics slrould lrs
providccl to thc lirrnrcrs. Not onlv
tltis. ltut itwllt(:ncss antollg thc huvcrs and

larnrcrs shtruld hc nurdc, bccirrrse it is thc
key ttt thc pro.rlrcss ol'sunllorvcr cultiva-
lion. 6ov*nme nt should l'ix l hishcr ratc
ol'sunt'lorve r ct()p) so that Lhc l'armcrs carr

\1'()lrKS CoNS I rl,'r'1,))i lil,ltf l,jlil,;Nct,:.s

lle inhold. Ncw Yotk (lilql).

O t. l )ept t. oI Agricu ltut t, I lan allr. ('hltndi-{.rxrh ( l (]91).
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